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‘Ambition and achievement for all’

WELCOME TO RALPH
THORESBY SCHOOL
Ralph Thoresby is
a successful, safe
and inspirational
environment for
learning. We are
currently graded ‘Good’
by Ofsted and working
hard to be recognised
as ‘Outstanding’. Our
priority is student
achievement and a
rising trend of excellent exam results in recent years
demonstrates that all our students can achieve their
full potential. Through outstanding teaching and
secure pastoral care we encourage all students
to be aspirational about what they can achieve.
We have a proven track record of producing
confident, polite and well-rounded citizens,
capable of achieving success in a variety of
settings. Students are well supported by a
highly talented and committed staff team. In
addition to truly excellent teaching, students
have access to a wide range of extra-curricular
opportunities in the arts, sport and other areas.
Our partnerships with other local institutions
as a Trust School give us strong and
valuable links with the local community.
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Our interest in student development begins in our
partner primary schools and continues through to
our innovative Sixth Form partnership arrangement
and beyond. As part of the prestigious Red Kite
Teaching School Alliance, we are working closely
with other good and outstanding schools to further
improve the educational opportunities on offer to
young people in North Leeds and North Yorkshire.
Ralph Thoresby is a popular, over-subscribed
school with a burgeoning reputation. The Ralph
Thoresby campus is an excellent resource
for young people and the local community.
All year groups from 7 to 13 are educated
in our wonderful modern building, which
incorporates the John Sowerby Community
Theatre and the Holt Park Community Library.
Enrolment at Ralph Thoresby represents an
outstanding opportunity for local families to
access high quality education and equip young
people for a successful and happy future life.
Best wishes,
Mr Will Carr
Headteacher
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Students make additional selections from:

THE RALPH THORESBY
SCHOOL CURRICULUM
‘As a result
of good and
sometimes
outstanding
teaching,
students
make good
progress
across a
wide range
of subjects,
including
mathematics
and English.’
(Ofsted Report,
March 2015)

Innovation stands at the heart of a forward thinking
curriculum that has helped students at Ralph
Thoresby School achieve and excel. The structure
of our courses supports progress at every step,
with lessons delivered in a 21st century learning
environment that equips our students for the wider
world. Over time, students become confident
and skilled learners who develop ambition and
take responsibility for their own achievement.

Where students show a natural flair, for
example within the study of languages,
additional qualifications will be offered.

The curriculum takes into consideration the
blend of soft and hard skills that both universities
and employers are seeking. Students will
follow Key Stage 3 courses in both Year 7
and Year 8, before choosing Key Stage 4
options in their second year at school.

Additional qualifications, such as ‘GCSE Further
Mathematics’, provide our most academic learners
with the opportunity to develop skills that prepare
them for the rigour of Post-16 study and beyond.

With an extended three-year programme for
Key Stage 4, students can develop a broad
and deep knowledge in their GCSE subjects.
Great focus is placed on helping the students to
research and explore and to use their knowledge
to debate, discuss, evaluate and present.
A love of learning within our core subjects (English,
Mathematics and Science) is founded upon an
acute understanding of our students’ strengths and
development areas. Early intervention is used to
stretch every young person in our care. In both Key
Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, learning is supplemented
and balanced through provision for humanities,
ICT, languages, technical and creative subjects.
Key Stage 3 students follow a broad programme of
study, with lessons sequenced across both years.
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In Key Stage 4, students will follow a personalised
Pathway. Whilst providing every student the
opportunity to acquire as many qualifications as
possible, the pathway reflects each student’s
preferred learning style and mode of assessment.

Our Partnership Sixth Form with Lawnswood
School allows us to offer one of the broadest
Sixth Form curriculums in the city. Students
choose from a wide selection of A-Level and
vocational qualifications. Extensive careers
guidance and support is offered to all students.
Whilst typically reading three subjects in Sixth
Form, additional opportunities such as the
Extended Project Qualification help our students
to stand out in a competitive world. A separate
prospectus for our Sixth Form is available.
NATIONAL CURRICULUM
KEY STAGE 3 (YEARS 7-9)
All students study:

n History
n Geography
n Modern Foreign Languages

(French, German or both)
n Computing
n Religious Education
n Citizenship/Careers Education
n PE (including Dance)
n Technology (four rotations per year)
n Art
n Music
n Drama
n Science
n History
n Geography
n Modern Foreign Languages
(French, German or both)
n Religious Education and Philosophy
n PE (including Dance)
n Technology (four rotations per year)
n Art
n Music
n Drama
NATIONAL CURRICULUM KEY
STAGE 4 (YEARS 10-11)
All students study a core of:
n
n
n
n
n
n

English Language and English Literature GCSE
Mathematics GCSE
Combined Science GCSE
PE (non-examined)
Religious Studies and Citizenship (non-examined)
Careers Education

Depending on the student’s pathway, learners
typically study a personalised package of:
n
n
n
n

A Triple Science GCSE Programme
History
Geography
A Modern Foreign Language (French or German)

n English
n Mathematics
n Science
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n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Business Studies GCSE/BTEC Business
Computing GCSE
An additional Modern Foreign Language GCSE
An additional Humanity GCSE
Technology GCSE (Food or Materials Technology)
Drama GCSE
Music GCSE
Art GCSE
PE GCSE/Sport BTEC
Photography GCSE
Digital iMedia Cambridge National
Religious Studies GCSE
Health and Social Care BTEC

‘The
headteacher,
senior
leaders and
governors
are highly
ambitious for
the students.’
(Ofsted Report,
March 2015)

SIXTH FORM CURRICULUM
Most students take 3 Post-16 subjects.
Mathematics GCSE and English GCSE
are delivered for resit examinations.
All students enjoy access to an additional
qualification (The Progression Module or
Extended Project Qualification). Additionally,
substantial PSHCE support and enrichment
opportunities support students in benefiting
from a balanced study programme.
A broad offer of qualifications is available.
The current options include:
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

GCE English Language and Literature
GCE Mathematics
GCE Further Mathematics
GCE Biology
GCE Chemistry
GCE Physics
GCE History
GCE Geography
GCE French
GCE German
GCE Music
GCE Economics B
GCE Art
GCE Drama
GCE Product Design
GCE Textiles
GCE Psychology
GCE Sociology
GCE Law
GCE Computing
GCE Photography
L3 Applied Science
L3 Digital Media
L3 BTEC Health and Social Care
L3 BTEC Child Development
L3 BTEC Sport
L3 BTEC ICT
L3 BTEC Music

‘The
curriculum
prepares
students
well for
their future
education
and training
as there is a
good range
of subjects
and also an
emphasis
on the
development
of literacy
and
numeracy
skills.’
(Ofsted Report,
March 2015)
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TEACHING, LEARNING
AND ASSESSMENT
We are exceptionally fortunate to have highly
skilled, experienced and dedicated classroom
staff at Ralph Thoresby School. Our teachers
are experts in their subject areas and are
committed to ensure that each student has the
maximum opportunity to learn and experience
success during their seven years with us.
Every member of staff is determined to see
that students make the most of each learning
experience and will always go ‘that extra mile’.
Our approach to teaching, learning and
assessment is primarily focused on developing:

n Individual tutor meetings that follow directly

after major assessment points which support
students to focus on their individual progress
within the subjects that they are studying;
n Planned opportunities to further develop

fluency in numeracy and literacy;
n A focus on strengthening oracy through

in-depth questioning and response
as well as student presentations;
n High expectations for the quality of written

work, presentation and organisation;
n A genuine love of learning and

thirst for knowledge;

n Timetabled homework to deepen understanding

and prepare students for work to come;
n The essential transferable skills for further

study, employment and wider life;

n A regular reference to examination

practice and preparation;
n An active awareness of the importance of

lifelong learning and intellectual curiosity.
Key features of the day-to-day student
experience in lessons are:
n Rigorous and regular assessment with incisive

teacher feedback and a requirement for students
to respond to this marking to ensure they
address misconceptions and further develop
their knowledge, skills and understanding;
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n Opportunities to develop intellectual curiosity

and relate students’ learning to the world of
work and wider society through personal,
social, health and citizenship education.
In addition to their lessons, students will learn
through field trips, sport, enrichment and
cultural activities in each year of study..

‘Uniform is
worn with
pride and
students
are dressed
smartly.
Students
are pleasant,
polite and
courteous
to visitors.
Around
school they
are well
behaved and
get on well
together.’
(Ofsted Report,
March 2015)
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GETTING AHEAD FOR A FUTURE
OF STUDY AND WORK
Ralph Thoresby School staff understand the
outcome of exceptional Teaching and Learning
is the opportunity to graduate into future study
and work with the highest of aspirations.

RALPH THORESBY SCHOOL
- AN ENVIRONMENT IN
WHICH TO FLOURISH
‘Work is
marked
regularly
with helpful
comments
that students
respond to
well.’
(Ofsted Report,
March 2015)

TRANSITION

CARE AND GUIDANCE

Students at Ralph Thoresby are able to experience
success from their first days in the school, in
part because of our exceptional Transition
Programme. As well as a well-developed
enrichment programme offered to Year 5 and
Year 6 students at many of our local schools,
each family will benefit from the expertise of
dedicated staff and a bespoke package of
support from the moment their child receives an
offer to study at our highly successful school.

Upon joining the school, each child has a
personal mentor who is their first point of contact
for information, advice and guidance. Each
child meets with this mentor at least once a
day to discuss academic progress, punctuality,
attendance and wellbeing issues. Each year
group is also cared for by a Head of Year who
will normally oversee their students for five years
in main school. The relationship between each
child and members of school staff is actively
developed from Year 6 induction day right up to
when we say farewell to our upper Sixth Form
students en route to university or employment.

We understand that transitioning to secondary
education can be stressful, which is why we
hold two Meet the Team events in March.
Following their Key Stage 2 studies, a member
of the transition team will meet every child and
their Year 6 teacher at their current school.
In June, every student will be welcomed to school
in two Transition Days, where they will meet their
mentor, classmates and other key members of staff.
Students who would benefit from additional
transitionary visits will benefit from
personalised sessions at our school.
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Our 2015 Ofsted inspection recognised our
school as a harmonious community, which
sums up our aim to ensure every student is
given the maximum opportunity to develop
and flourish during their seven years with us.

Careers activities begin in Year 7, with a bold
commitment to ensure that every student
engages with employers regularly. From
workplace visits to independent careers
advice and from in-school skills sessions to
work experience, we provide the scope for
every child to reach their professional goals.
We are proud to offer hundreds of our students
the opportunity to engage with local and
national universities from their first term at our
school. This early engagement has helped
us to secure twice the national average of
students places at prestigious Russell Group
universities and countless students into Higher
Education where they can continue to build their
futures on a foundation of high aspiration.
BEHAVIOUR AND SAFETY
The school’s expectations for standards of
behaviour are very high and designed to
maintain the school as a calm and purposeful
place, where tolerance and respect are key
features of every student’s daily experience.
Our Behaviour for Learning Policy is based
upon the following core principles:
n All students have the right to learn;
n The school environment will

be a safe place for all;

SUCCESS OUTSIDE
THE CLASSROOM
As well as great lessons, we
seek to offer an extra-curricular
programme designed to ensure
students become successful and
well-rounded young people.
We are proud to offer a seemingly
endless array of opportunities
so that our students can nurture
existing talents, develop abilities
in areas of interest and employ
skills from the classroom and
beyond. Irrespective of their
interests, every student can
flourish socially and academically
at Ralph Thoresby School.

Our football, rugby, athletics,
trampolining, netball and
basketball perform exceptionally
well in each of the city leagues
because of the expert coaching
they receive and the high level
of commitment they show.
The Duke of Edinburgh programme
is immensely popular and almost a
third of our students will undertake
at least one of the challenges
during their time at school.
Developing skills in leadership,
this opportunity is one that really
adds value to our students’ futures

The sports field provides a
natural habitat for many of our
students and we ensure that
every sport is represented.

n Students will be supported in taking

responsibility for their own behaviour;
n The school environment will be free from

bullying and the fear of bullying.
Appropriate behaviour for learning is encouraged,
recognised and rewarded and our restorative
approach supports students to reflect upon,
understand and address any behaviour which
does not meet the school’s high standards
and to ensure there is no repetition.
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‘Good careers information, advice
and guidance help students to select
appropriate courses to fulfil their ambitions.
All students leaving the school in 2014 went
on to education, training or employment.’
(Ofsted Report, March 2015)
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OUR BELIEFS, AIMS & EXPECTATIONS
At Ralph Thoresby School we BELIEVE in:
• High expectations for all
• Excellence in all we do
• Determination and resilience
• Respect and tolerance
• Creativity and independent learning

At Ralph Thoresby School we AIM to:
• Achieve success in all areas of school life
• Ensure that all students enjoy school
and are fully engaged in learning
• Create an inspiring place to learn where all
students are safe and well supported
• Be fully inclusive and committed
to opportunity for all
• Prepare students for life through
strong links with local businesses and
excellent career development
• Build strong community links, including
with parents and carers
• Develop confident, articulate and
responsible young citizens
• Create an ethos of mutual support and
encouragement amongst our students
• Promote values of tolerance and respect
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Our EXPECTATIONS are:
For Students:
• To arrive at school on time every day, correctly
dressed, ready to learn and ready to work hard
• Calm, polite and considerate behaviour towards all others
• To aim high, be committed and make
the most of your ability
• To take responsibility for your learning
– be an active learner
• To always uphold school values, aims and expectations.
For Staff and Governors:
• To be positive, professional role models in
promoting school values, aims and expectations
• To be committed to student achievement
and demand the best from our students
• To develop an engaging curriculum and
deliver consistently excellent lessons
• To demonstrate and encourage
independence and leadership
• To treat everyone with dignity, building
relationships rooted in mutual respect
For Parents / Carers:
• To support your children in achieving their goals
• To fully support school staff, policies and initiatives
• To encourage students to achieve their potential
• To take an active role in your child’s learning,
attending school events wherever possible
• To ensure that your child attends school and arrives
on time every day, fully equipped and ready to learn
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RALPH THORESBY SCHOOL
HOLTDALE APPROACH
LEEDS LS16 7RX
Tel: 0113 397 9911
Email: headteacher@ralphthoresby.com
twitter.com/ralphthoresby
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